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WEST LODGE SCHOOL 
Newsletter 19th October 2021 
Over the last week or so there has been some disruption caused by Covid 19 but we 
have all, most certainly, appreciated having greater normality at school this term.

A sense of community is central to life at West Lodge and a simple joy for all has been 
seeing the normal interaction between classes, with older and younger children playing 
together. Year 6 have been able to resume their roles of responsibility and it has been 
an absolute pleasure to see the Early Years monitors doing such a good job playing with 
the younger children at lunchtimes. A common sound has also returned to school with 
the children singing again, as well as the opportunity to celebrate achievements 
together in assembly – important aspects of school life.

Although it seems some time ago now, the children have settled well into their new 
classes and the standard of the children’s work has been impressive too - I even 
temporarily ran out of Head Teacher Awards last week! 

All of the children took their standardised tests at the start of October and we look 
forward to sharing these results and details of progress at Parents’ Evening which has 
been rescheduled for Tuesday 2nd November. I would also like to congratulate our Year 
6 children who have received some of their 11+ results and are waiting for the Kent test 
data. This is always a really difficult time with feelings of elation, relief and 
disappointment but we all congratulate the children upon their efforts and are proud of 
the way they have applied themselves. 
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Following a good start to the academic year I hope all of the children enjoy a well-
earned half term break.  

Sport 

Whilst sport has continued through the last eighteen months we have all missed fixtures 
with other schools, which add that extra element of competition. It has therefore been 
great to have our sports teams back in action with some good results as well. Our Year 
3, 4, 5 and 6 football teams all enjoyed playing St Olaves and performed really well to 
gain three wins out of 4. With the local schools’ football league back up and running our 
U11 team started the season well with a narrow loss 3-2 having led 2-1 with a couple of 
minutes to go, however the team should certainly take confidence from a good first 
performance of the season. The netballers have been in action as well, winning their 
first High Five League game against Uplands School.

Whilst winning is always good, it’s just great to have these opportunities for competitive 
sport back and we look forward to more fixtures after half-term. 
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Under 9 Football Team Under 8 Football team

Under 11 Football TeamUnder 10 Football Team

Victorious Under 10 Netballers
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Harvest Festivals 

A West Lodge tradition, the Harvest Festival assemblies were most enjoyable and it was 
good to be able to welcome parents back to indoor school events. The children recited 
their poems beautifully and I thought the singing was particularly enjoyable - well done 
to the children and all involved. Our thanks, too, for the food bank donations which we 
all know will be appreciated by local families. 
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Lamda 
JADA, Joey Parsad’s company continue to deliver the Lamda lessons but we have a 
new teacher,  Jack, who has established an instant rapport with his students and Lamda 
continues to thrive. We have now received the results for the last set of Lamda exams 
a n d c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o 
everyone – a super effort!

Stage 3 Introductory

Jonathan Kopelli- Distinction
Alvin Thoudam- Distinction

Grade 1 Verse and Prose
Sarah Chaabi- Distinction
Avani Katukuri- Distinction

Grade 1 Acting
Zuza Jonska- Distinction
Anna Sims- Distinction

Grade 2 Verse and Prose
Anna Sims- Distinction
Josiah Sanyaolu- Merit
Anaum Khan- Merit (I will post)
Guneet Uppal- Merit

Trips and Visits 

This term has also seen the resumption of trips and visits which add a lot to the 
children’s learning in lessons. The children always enjoy Mrs O’s public speaking 
workshops and it was fantastic to welcome her back into school for sessions with Years 
3-6. Year 5 enjoyed a Victorian Day at Horton Kirby Environmental Centre, whilst Year 2 
welcomed the opportunity to meet and quiz Florence Nightingale. Year 1 visited the 
High Street as part of their geography topic and we look forward to more outings next 
term. 
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Charity  
We are always pleased for the children to plan and lead projects by themselves so it 
was lovely that two s isters 
proposed and then planned a 
Guess The Number Of Sweets 
Competition. Naturally there was 
much enthusiasm amongst the 
children and the fantastic sum of 
£133 was raised for Alzheimer’s 
UK.  Well done to the girls!

Ano the r exc i t i ng i dea was 
proposed by Sophia and Grace in 
Year 4 with a fashion show for 
charity. Considerable planning will 
be needed for this event so Mrs 
Ford, who did such a good job with 
WL Has Talent several years ago, 
is now assisting the girls, along 
with several other staff and we 
look forward to an evening on the 
catwalk in January. The girls will 
write to you with further details in 
the near future. 

Class News 

Nursery 
This half term Nursery have started Letters and Sounds Phases 1 and 2. In Phase 1 
they have been developing their listening skills through a variety of activities: making 
sounds with a drumstick on various objects inside and outside, playing pre-recorded 
sound games, making sound socks using cereal, rice, pasta, banana chips, being some 
of them. In Phase 2 we have covered the first six letter sounds.
Our topics have been ‘The Gingerbread Man’, ‘Growing’, ‘Autumn’ and ‘Harvest’ 
including the story of ‘The Little Red Hen’. 
The children have made gingerbread men in cooking, created a gingerbread man by 
either collaging it or by colouring it brown and sticking on the eyes and buttons. They 
conducted an experiment to see which gingerbread man would dissolve in vinegar, fruit 
juice, oil or water. They planted winter pansies in the troughs in our outdoor area and 
bulbs in the garden. They have collaged autumn leaves and made autumn trees by 
printing their hands and forearm and putting leaves on with a cork.
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The children have also been preparing their picture inspired by the artist Adam Hillman, 
which is a rainbow covered in the appropriate colour sweets. Not one child was tempted 
to eat any of the sweets – amazing!

Reception 
Reception have had a busy start to the year! They have settled in well to their new class 
and are learning lots! Our topic has been 'Marvellous Me' - the children have explored 
their likes, dislikes, families and thought about what makes them special. They have all 
made a 'Marvellous Me' pizza in cookery -we hope you enjoyed them! In phonics, we 
have covered all of the Phase 2 sounds and tricky words, and look forward to beginning 
Phase 3 after half-term. Also, after half-term we will be beginning our 'Light and Dark' 
topic with lots of fun activities planned! 

Year 1 
It has been a super start to Year One and all the children have settled quickly and have 
been working extremely hard.   We have been using different stories to produce a 
number of pieces of writing including our own Six Dinner Sid story and warning poster of 
the Gruffalo.   We have been developing our mathematical skills and understanding of 
place value and all enjoyed learning about the hungry crocodile eating the bigger 
number.   In Science we have been finding out about animals and in Design & 
Technology we have been learning about how to make things move and made our own 
Six Dinner Sid.   We all enjoyed going to the High Street to find out what shops and 
businesses are in our local area and we finished the half term with a fantastic 
performance in the Harvest Festival.  

Year 2 
Year 2 have been working very hard in all subjects this term. In English the class have 
loved the text Beegu. They have produced some very good pieces of writing in the form 
of stories, recounts and used interesting adjectives to describe Beegu. They then 
finished the term by reading The Jolly Postman and creating a catalogue page for the 
different characters. Year 2 have enjoyed having CRIBS back in school and discussing 
places and people that are very special to them.  In Design and Technology the children 
have planned and created different vehicles using boxes for the chassis, rods for the 
axle and wooden circles for the wheels. They are very excited to finish them off after 
half term.
The children have been really engaged in our Florence Nightingale topic this half term 
and thoroughly enjoyed our Freshwater drama workshop, getting into character really 
well! In Art, they have been very creative in the style of Adam Hillman and worked well 
collaboratively to arrange everyday items to create similar pieces. 
 

Year 3 
Year 3 have thrown themselves enthusiastically into Key Stage 2, embracing the 
additional challenge that comes with more independence.   It's a big step and this half 
term has seen a great start to the next stage of the children's West Lodge journey. They 
have thoroughly enjoyed a return to swimming and won their first Year 3 football fixture 
too.  In English, the class have explored 'The Tunnel' by Anthony Browne and are now 
engaged in Max's journey to cross the road in 'The Hodgeheg' by Dick King Smith.  
Writing diary entries, newspaper articles and adventure stories, the children have been 
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putting the grammatical skills learned in Year 2 to great use and extending this even 
further by looking at clauses, direct and reported speech as well as applying correct 
tenses.   In Year 3, greater emphasis is placed on solving word problems, and the class 
have been demonstrating some excellent application of mathematical skills in problem 
solving using the knowledge they have learned about mass, fractions, 3-D shapes and 
place value.   The children have also demonstrated empathy and sensitivity in PSHE, 
particularly when understanding what stereotypes are and how to challenge them.  They 
end the half term by putting their geography skills to good use as they finish their topic 
on the U.K and we are shortly to conclude our Science topic which has looked at 
nutrients and healthy eating, skeletons and muscles.  Well done children, you should be 
proud of yourselves and now deserve a good rest over half term!

Year 4 
The children of Year 4 have had a wonderful first half of the term. In Science they have 
completed investigations into the causes of tooth decay. To coincide with their study of 
the human digestive system, they have recreated 3-d images of the human digestive 
system in art onto t-shirts to great effect. In History the children have investigated how 
great King Alfred ‘The Great’ really was, as well as developing an understanding of the 
social, cultural and historical features of Anglo Saxon life. 
 
In English the children have thoroughly enjoyed studying the book ‘How To Train Your 
Dragon’ immersing themselves in the lives of the Hairy Hooligan tribe. This book has 
inspired them to write persuasively, create newspaper reports, Top Trump dragon cards 
as well as building upon their descriptive writing skills. As part of World Poetry Day, the 
children applied the challenging format of Haiku poetry to create their own nature 
inspired poems. In Maths the class have continued to develop skills in mental 
arithmetic, identifying lines of symmetry, plotting and translating shapes along with 
finding fractions of an amount and equivalent fractions. Some the children completed a 
maths investigation in planning a new school playground which required them to apply 
their knowledge in perimeter, measurement, 2-d shapes drawing to scale and applying 
appropriate maths vocabulary to identify features in their plans.
 
As part of PSHE the children have considered the stages of human life, how to identify 
emotions in themselves and others. They have also been inspired to suggest some 
whole school initiatives such as break and lunchtime clubs in the form of a reading club, 
origami club as well as a suggested fashion show for the new year. The class have 
enjoyed participating in swimming lessons, hockey, netball and dance. They have 
shown their competitive spirit in the cross-country race and when playing football 
against a local school winning by an impressive score of 11-2.
 
All in all, the children have fully embraced life in Year 4 rising to the challenges and 
fun it has provided so far.
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Year 5 
It has been a busy start to Year 5 this half term! We have been learning all about the 
Victorian era in our Humanities lessons and also studying ‘Street Child’ in English, a text 
set in Victorian London. The children have thoroughly enjoyed learning all about the 
differences in lives then and now, particularly when learning about child labour and the 
difficulties facing Jim Jarvis growing up as an orphan. We went on a ‘Victorian Time 
Traveller Day’ to experience first-hand what this might have been like. In Science we 
have been learning about Earth and Space, researching facts about the planets of our 
solar system as well as designing our own planets. The children have worked hard on 
place value and fractions in Maths this half term and have made a fantastic start to Year 
5.

Year 6 
Year 6 have had an extremely busy first half term. They have harnessed and revised 
important mathematical skills in Maths, whilst  Boy  by Roald Dahl has engaged and 
captivated their attention in English producing some fabulous autobiographical writing. 
They also wrote their own versions of William Blake’s The Tyger for National Poetry Day 
and practised writing at length in timed sessions. Working with Mr Francis in 
Humanities, the children have enjoyed learning about Ancient Greece. In particular, they 
have compared and contrasted the lives of the Athenians and the Spartans during this 
time in significant detail. To further their learning, they have worked with Professor 
Hankin (Mr Hankin) to learn Greek in fortnightly Classics lessons. In Art, children have 
created an Adam Hillman whole class project altogether using Hama beads and then 
individually produced an observational drawing of their favourite chocolate bars with Mrs 
Dubbey, whilst in PE, Year 6 have practised their skills in hockey and have begun to 
play competitive matches against each other with Mr McCabe. They have also started 
to demonstrate their linguistic skills combining the traditional French lessons with 
Madame Pavey and weekly Spanish classes with Senora Pavey. The children have also 
demonstrated excellent leadership when completing their Year 6 responsibility this half 
term as well as shown growing maturity in their RSE and PSHE lessons. Along with Mr 
Weighill, the Year 6 children are looking forward to the challenges and unique 
opportunities that will arise in their final year at West Lodge.

French 
Most of the Nursery children discovered their first French words with greetings, parts of 
the face, the family and pets. Reception tried to remember these and could all say their 
name, and recite some familiar rhymes on these topics. As a progression in Year 1, the 
children have not only reinforced introductions, but learnt how to say someone else's 
name (their first look at masculine and feminine, one of the French language's 
conundrums) and their age; they sang and danced to a lovely song about body parts: 
"Jean Petit Qui Danse". Year 2 pupils are becoming very confident in role-plays about 
greetings, asking and saying their names, those of others and saying how they are and 
asking how people are. They are also learning how to pronounce the alphabet 
accurately in French and how to read single words and match these with pictures. The 
term started in Year 3 with locating France and its bordering countries and learning 
vocabulary for transport and the family with a more formal introduction to our favourite 
conundrum (see above!) and how adjectives can change as a result. Year 4 discovered 
means of transport to describe how they go to school, French-speaking countries and 
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flags, particularly Québec's and interesting facts about it. They reflected on their own 
"Language Portrait" in order to say, in French, which languages they can speak and 
learn. As in previous years, food was the main topic in Year 5, and the children are fast 
becoming experts at creating great compound sentences about likes, dislikes and 
preferences for why they like, dislike or prefer eating and drinking certain types of foods 
and beverages, and the speaking activities are engaging everyone in the class with their 
written effort demonstrating their excellent understanding. Year 6 can tell the time in 
French, describe their school timetable and apply their knowledge of likes, dislikes and 
preferences and justify their opinions with a variety of interesting adjectives. 

Spanish 
The new subject really seems to enthuse both Year 5 and 6 children. Both classes have 
taken the new language on board with lots of role-play, songs, games and written 
activities around the "meet and greet" themes, pretending to be Spanish girls and boys. 
They can greet appropriately at the time of the day, in several ways, say their name and 
ask someone's name, count (some of them up to 20), say how they are and ask 
someone how they are, say their age and ask someone what their age is and all this 
with very little interference from either their English or their French! A sure sign that this 
is the right time to learn a new language.

Amazon Smile 
Will you smile for West Lodge with AmazonSmile? If you shop on Amazon then every 
time you checkout you could be helping us to support the pupils at West Lodge and it will 
not cost you a penny!
 
When you shop via the dedicated AmazonSmile website or Amazon app, Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of the cost of your purchases to your nominated charity. 
It is no different from shopping on the regular Amazon site. You will pay the same prices 
and enjoy the same benefits (for example if you are signed up the Amazon Prime 
service). However, you must select us as your chosen charity for us to receive a 
donation.
 
You can select us as your charity on the AmazonSmile website or using the Amazon app. 
Click on ‘Your Account’ and then ‘Change Your Charity’ and then in the search box type 
‘West Lodge School Ltd’. Once you’ve selected us you’ll see a message from  https://
smile.amazon.co.uk  thanking you for your purchases.
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Testing Upon Return To School 

With the aim of reducing possible asymptotic transmission of Covid 19, I ask that all 
parents test their children for Covid 19 on Sunday 31st October before they return to 
school. As we have seen, positive cases can spread quickly and this is naturally 
something we wish to avoid. Whilst it is not government policy for primary aged children, 
I would recommend twice weekly testing to hopefully avoid possible future outbreaks. 
Thank you for your continued support.

In the meantime, I would like to wish everyone an enjoyable half-term break and for the 
many families hoping to get away for the first time in a while I do hope you have lovely 
time.

Mr Francis
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