
Despite the cloud of Covid-19 hanging over us I am delighted that the children have been 
able to perform their plays to full audiences and that parents have been able to attend. 
This makes so much difference when hours of preparation have been put in and the 
children thrive upon having an audience. As a school we all enjoyed the Year 1 and 2 play 
which was a nativity with a “Strictly” twist, whilst the EYFS play was simply delightful – I 
hope parents enjoyed these performances as much as we did.

It was an ambitious decision from Mrs Slater to plan a pantomime with only break and 
lunch breaks to rehearse, but the children typically rose to the challenge and what a 
fantastic performance we all enjoyed with guest appearances from Mr Hankin and Mr 
Sandys who both love an opportunity to be on stage. In many ways team efforts such as 
these sum up what West Lodge School is about, so it is my pleasure to say well done to 
the children and my thanks to the many staff involved in putting these performances 
together.
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Academic News 
From an academic perspective the children have enjoyed a most productive term and as a 
leadership team we were extremely impressed with the standard and quality of the work in 
the children’s books when we carried out a book look several weeks ago. Analysis of the 
assessment data also shows that the children are doing well, particularly when you 
consider the disruptions they have had to contend with over the last two years. Our own 
bespoke tracking system, O Track, has been updated by Mr Weighill and we look forward 
to sharing these revised objectives with you in January so that you can clearly see which 
key skills in maths, reading and writing your children will be focusing upon.  

It has been a pleasure to see so many children for Head Teacher Awards this during this 
half-term and I have been particularly delighted that Year 6 have been setting the standard 
with some fantastic work. As an example of this work I hope parents had the opportunity to 
listen to the beautifully written and extremely powerful remembrance poems that the class 
composed.  

A number of the children in Year 6 are preparing to sit exams for selective independent 
schools and the vast majority sat the 11+ tests. These tests are by nature designed to be 
highly selective. With nearly all members of the class sitting, 55% were selective with two 
other children being deemed selective in Medway. It is important to note that we do not 
actively discourage some children from sitting at West Lodge as many schools do which 
inevitably influences the pass rate. Well done to all of the children who sat -  you worked 
extremely hard and dealt with the whole process in a very mature manner. 
 
Sport 
It has also been fantastic to see competitive sports matches return this term with fixtures 
against other nearby independent schools and the return of the local football and High Five 
netball leagues. Our football teams have been successful with the girls winning two 
games, drawing one match and losing another, whilst the boys have won three matches, 
drawn one and lost two. Our U11 netballers have played two matches, wining one and 
losing the other, whilst the Year 5 team won their match and unfortunately the others were 
postponed due to Covid-19.  One of the pleasures in playing sport is the competitive 
element but it is great that so many children are getting the opportunity again to represent 
their school.  

 
 The U8 girls loved playing their first match                                    The more experienced but equally enthusiastic U9 girls 



Swimming Gala
As the culmination of the term’s swimming lessons, Years 3 and 4 thoroughly enjoyed their 
gala. Most importantly, everyone took part from the most confident swimmers to those who 
are still developing their confidence in the water. The events ranged from length races to 
challenges such as finding Santa’s presents floating in the pool. Following a thoroughly 
enjoyable afternoon St Andrew were the winners once all scores were tallied. Green 
House were 2nd with Red and Yellow tied for third. Well done to all of the children. 

Trips and Visits 
A number of classes have enjoyed trips during this half-term. Year 3 had the unique 
educational experience of meeting a Stone Age man when visiting Kent Life. Year 4 
travelled to the Greenwich Maritime Museum to consolidate their work on the Vikings and 
the class particularly enjoyed a Viking seafaring workshop. Year 5, who have shown a 
great deal of enthusiasm for their Victorians topic, enjoyed a festive Victorian experience at 
Leeds Castle whilst also meeting several very stern school mistresses who introduced 
them to the Lady  of the Castle. Year 6 enjoyed an art themed trip to the Royal Naval 
College and participated in a workshop based upon Greek art. 
 
With so much uncertainty surrounding live performances with Covid 19 the decision was 
made to invite a theatre company into school for the performance of Snow White and, 
whilst not the full theatre experience, this was an enjoyable afternoon. Hopefully during the 
next year a theatre visit will be possible. 
 
Music 
Over the last week we have enjoyed two concerts and, once again, it was lovely to see the 
children having the chance to perform because we are fortunate to have some talented 
and enthusiastic musicians at West Lodge. It was a real shame that we were unable to 
hold a whole school carol service with parents, particularly as all of preparations were in 
place for this, and these whole school events are an important part of school life, but I do 
hope you will enjoy the recording.  

Sadly, Mrs Slater will be leaving West Lodge this term after twenty-five years of 
outstanding service to the school. As a music teacher she has inspired and encouraged 
many children and we have all enjoyed the fantastic concerts and performances that she 
has organised over the years. The pantomime was another one of these fantastic 
performances and the children were simply outstanding. Congratulations to the children for 
giving performances that were a perfect celebration of Mrs Slater’s contribution at West 
Lodge.  
Music is central to life at West Lodge and I am delighted to be able to inform parents that 
we have recruited Mr Daniel James as our new Head of Music. Mr James is currently 
Head of Strings at Highgate School, a highly selective London School, and he currently 
teaches at Trinity Laban Conservatoire, a very well-regarded specialist school for music 
and dance. Mr James will start with us in April so, in the meantime, Mr Ashdown and Mr 
Collins will be covering music lessons. 
 



Pantomime Photos



Arts & Crafts 
One of the joys of Christmas in school is all of the beautiful artwork that is produced and 
this year has been no exception. The children in class have enjoyed a range of arts and 
crafts and some beautiful pieces have produced. Clearly, we also have some very creative 
families because there some incredibly innovative “eco” Christmas tree designs produced 
which made the tree look fantastic. My thanks to the PA for decorating the tree so 
beautifully with these decorations. Well done and thank you to all of the children who made 
decorations and choosing winners was a virtually impossible task. Following much 
deliberation Mrs Clary has done so, and particular congratulations go to: 
 

Christmas Decoration Winners 
EYFS - Winner Thomas 

Runners Up Meredith and Maisiy 
 
Key Stage 1 – Winner Leo 
Runners Up Victoria & Ted 
 
Key Stage 2 – Winner Kitty 
Runners Up Sophia & Harry 
 
 
Christmas Card Competition Winners 
This year we were also able to send out Christmas cards designed by the children and our 
winners were: 
Bella EYFS  
Elodie Key Stage 1  
Rajan Key Stage 2



 

Beautiful Clay Snowmen Created In Art Club & Rudolph Bags 



Staff News 
At the end of this term we say goodbye to Mrs Mandry who has worked at West Lodge for 
fourteen years. All of our current children, and many before them, have benefited from Mrs 
Mandry’s help and support. However, the one over-riding aspect of Mrs Mandry’s work that 
everyone highlights is her gentle manner and kindness towards the children. I am sure you 
will join me in thanking Mrs Mandry for her very significant contribution at West Lodge. At 
the end of January Mrs Vince leaves us following twenty-one  years working at West 
Lodge and she has contributed so much in that time. One of Mrs Vince’s great strengths is 
her sense of empathy but also fun – a new Christmas reindeer and Easter bunny will have 
to be recruited! Thank you Mrs Vince for all you have done at West Lodge and we hope 
you enjoy your final few weeks next term.  

Many of you will have already met Mrs Bhalekar, Mrs Vince’s successor in Year 3 and the 
children have already enjoyed working with her. Whilst Mrs Talluri, whom many of you will 
know as Jonathan and Hannah’s mother, will be joining us in January as the Reception 
class teaching assistant. 

Several weeks ago I wrote to Year 4 and 5 parents to share the news that Mrs Tuerena will 
be having a baby in May, which is lovely news for her and her partner. She plans to 
continue teaching until Mrs Bartholomew returns from her maternity leave. From January 
Mrs Tuerena has also asked me to advise parents and children that she will be reverting to 
her maiden name Miss Barratt. 

French & Spanish 
Describing the autumn and winter weather and the clothes we wear, was the focus in 
Nursery and Reception this term. The children also adapted known finger rhymes to 
feature the snowman and Papa Noël. Year 1 have named Autumn colours in the 
classroom, reinforced their knowledge of colours and learnt a poem about falling leaves, 
and some clothes vocabulary around the seasonal theme. Year 2's core vocabulary now 
counts up to 20 words linked to the letters of the Alphabet. At the same time, they have 
described their daily routine and are starting to read a few words in French. In Year 3, 
family members, places and the weather were the main topics covered; in grammar, they 
are becoming increasingly confident about plurals and the masculine and feminine gender 
of nouns. Year 4, in parallel with one of their class topics, have worked on extensive 
descriptions of dragons in the French version of "How to train your dragon" (Comment 
dresser votre dragon), including colours, physical features and character descriptions, and, 
for fun, learnt to translate French instructions into "Dragonese". Year 5 studied the French 
calendar of "fêtes" (celebrations) linked with food and finished the half-term with the study 
of instructional features of a pancake recipe and of "La Galette des Rois" (the cake of 
Kings, a cake eaten in France on 6th January). Year 6 continued with the topic of School, 
adding school uniform, school subjects and break-time activities in the present tense. Year 
5 and 6 performed a Spanish assembly to the whole school, starting with a song about 
greetings and showing their knowledge of "meet and greet" language and colours very 
confidently. Both classes can say their age in Spanish and ask what colour something is, in 
the singular and plural mode. All years finished the term with some seasonal, Winter and 
Christmas activities in French for all and in Spanish for Year 5 and 6.



Class News 
 
Nursery 
This half term Nursery have continued with Letters and Sounds phases one and two. In 
phase one we have been concentrating on sound discrimination using musical 
instruments. A couple of the activities have been a child hiding and playing an instrument 
of their choice and everyone else has to guess what it is, (great fun) and two children 
sitting opposite each other playing the same instrument with one copying the other, playing 
loudly or softly. In phase two we have covered the sounds of m, d, g, o, c and k. 
They have been working with numbers 1-5 in a variety of ways and beginning to attempt a 
repeating pattern. 

In cooking the children have made chocolate brownie Christmas trees with a candy cane 
trunk. Our other topics have been fireworks, Diwali, light and dark and Christmas. 

We were  also busy practising for the Nativity play and preparing Christmas art work. It has 
been a most enjoyable and productive term. 
 
 
Reception 
The children in Reception have been very busy this half-term, preparing for their Nativity 
play. They learnt their lines really well, as well as recording narrator parts and learning lots 
of songs and movements. Mrs Collins, Mrs Searles and Mrs Mandry are very proud of 
them all! Aside from the Nativity, the children have been learning lots of vowel digraphs in 
phonics and are getting really good at applying them to their reading and writing. They 
have been getting very busy in the Santa's Workshop role play area: writing lists and using 
the construction materials to build and then wrap toys to deliver to their friends! Earlier in 
the half-term, the children learnt about Diwali, the Festival of Light and also looked at 
seasonal changes. We are looking forward to a nice break before starting our new topic 
after Christmas, called 'Superheroes in My Life!'  
 
 
Year 1 
This half term has been a busy and exciting one, with performances of Lights, Camels, 
Action with Year 2. We all enjoyed singing and dancing to tell the story of the birth of Jesus 
in a very modern and sparkly way!  We also developed our writing skills using Dinosaurs 
and all that Rubbish, where we learnt how to write in role as angry dinosaurs and a very 
sorry man for making a big mess of the world.  We looked at 2d and 3d shapes including 
patterns and learned how to solve anagrams, as well as continuing to build on our 
understanding of addition, subtraction and number.  We worked together to complete a 
very colourful peacock using wooden knives, forks and spoons, inspired by the artist Adam 
Hillman.  In science, we looked at how animals behave in winter and in geography we 
continued our work on our local area. We designed and made our own fantastic houses 
using recyclable materials.  Finally, we all enjoyed making Christmas cards, decorations, a 
moving picture and calendars as well as having lots of fun Christmas activities. We are 
incredibly proud of all the fabulous children in Year 1!  
 



Year 2 
Year 2 have been exceptionally busy this term. They worked hard to rehearse and practise 
their lines for Lights, Camel, Action and we were very proud of them when they performed 
it in front of their parents. In English the children have enjoyed the class text, Traction Man 
and created their own Traction Man stories using different items in the classroom and of 
course their imagination! This role play then inspired them to write their own stories and 
mini booklets. In Maths we have looked at time, fractions and directions. The children have 
worked hard to learn new concepts and we have been extremely impressed with how they 
have applied their knowledge to different problems and been able to explain their 
reasoning. In RE we have looked at how light and dark is celebrated in different religions 
and the children have enjoyed making Diwali lamps, Advent Wreaths and Hanukkah 
Menorahs.   
 
Year 3 
What a busy half term for Year 3 it has been.  In English, we finished our work on ‘The 
Hodgeheg’, and produced wonderful comic strips to summarise what we had read.  Having 
started our topic on the Stone Age in history, we enjoyed a fabulous day at Kent Life, 
learning about what life was like to live, eat, hunt, trade and communicate as a caveperson 
as well as understand their customs and beliefs.  This learning has been used as the 
inspiration for letters, postcards and most recently diamante poems.  We treated key stage 
2 to a performance of our ‘We will Rock You’ Stone Age song in sharing assembly too.  In 
R.E. our topic this half term has been the Nativity and the children used modern 
technology to plan Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem as well as 
create wanted posters to help with the search for Jesus.  In maths, we have covered 
angles, directions and turns as well as mastering the x4 and x8 tables, either by recalling 
facts or applying those facts in more complex problem solving.  We have now started our 
tricky subject of time and timelines, which includes estimating.  After a super term of 
swimming, the children should be very proud of their progress and represented the school 
impeccably at their swimming gala and in football fixtures too.  We can’t wait to unveil our 
class art project in the new year, inspired by Adam Hillman.  Finally, I am always impressed 
by the children’s understanding of kindness and they demonstrated empathy well in our 
lesson on gratitude, understanding how to celebrate the special people and things in our 
lives whilst also recognising the feelings of other too.  This led up to a very special 
countdown calendar of kindness for advent which we have been opening in the run up to a 
well-deserved Christmas break.    

Year 4 
This has been a very busy second half to the term for Year 4. The children have applied 
themselves to everything with their usual enthusiasm and effort. In maths, the children 
have enjoyed studying decimals, mass using fractions and decimals, multiplication using 
various formal methods and recalling square and cube numbers. As always, the children 
have worked well on a range of complex maths investigations with great focus and 
enthusiasm. The children have continued to develop their creative writing skills, employing 
the new interesting and ambitious vocabulary they have encountered as well as language 
devices such as similes, metaphors and personification. It was lovely to be able to award 
so many pen licences this term as recognition of the effort the children continue to make 
with their handwriting. 

In science, the children have been studying the properties of liquids, gases and solids. 
They have demonstrated how each state behaves in a different way. Through practical 



experiments the children have learnt that gases have weight and that the melting point and 
freezing point of a substance is the same.  
The class spent a wonderful day at the Greenwich Maritime Museum where they further 
developed their understanding of Vikings as excellent explorers, ship builders and traders. 
Back in class the children learnt about Viking religion, the use of runes and how rulers of 
Britain at that time attempted to manage these invaders with methods such as Danegeld. 
 
In PSHE, the children were inspired by Children in Need to discuss the things they are 
grateful for and to create a class gratitude jar. In Art the children have created a fabulous 
book display inspired by Adam Hillman along with their Viking longboats and beautiful 
illuminated letters. The swimming gala was a fantastic end to the class’ swimming lessons, 
showcasing the fabulous effort and progress the children have made. This included 
children who could not previously swim actually participating in width races in the gala. 
Along with this, the class participated in sporting fixtures against other schools showing 
their fantastic competitive and sporting prowess. Those children who participated in the 
pantomime should be praised for their fantastic performances in addition to making the 
prospect of the Year 3 and 4  play next year extremely exciting. Everyone in Year 4 should 
be very proud of their achievements this term, particularly as the children applied 
themselves very well whether working from home or in school. Well done Year 4! 
  
 
Year 5 
In Year 5 we have continued our work on the Victorians this half term. We learned about 
seaside holidays and compared them to trips to the seaside that we take now. We also 
visited Leeds Castle to experience life in a Victorian classroom as well as having a tour 
around the castle and learning about Victorian Christmas traditions. In science we have 
learned about forces and Newton’s discoveries about gravity. We used force meters and 
compared the mass of objects to their weight in Newtons. We did experiments about air 
resistance and friction. In English, we researched about Dr Barnardo using iPads and then 
we wrote non-chronological reports about the work that he did. In the last few weeks we 
have been studying ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens and the children have enjoyed 
learning about Scrooge and how he changed his life after being visited by the 3 spirits. The 
children have all worked hard this Autumn Term and we look forward to fresh topics and 
making more progress in 2022! 
 
Year 6 
Year 6 have continued to work hard in the lead up to Christmas. In English and creative 
writing, the short film The Lighthouse provided several opportunities to write brilliantly in 
character whilst the children also worked extremely well to produce beautiful 
Remembrance Day poems. All of the children produced a wonderful television advert 
persuading their audience to either purchase some new trainers, new brand of dog food or 
toothpaste. These were shared at the Year 6 assembly, which also allowed the children to 
demonstrate their clear enjoyment when learning about the Ancient Greeks. Since the 
October half term, Year 6 have learnt about the different states, famous battles and several 
myths, which led them to recently writing their own myth with Mr Staggs. In art, the 
children made beautiful mechanical clocks and created eye-catching pop art observational 
drawings of chocolate bars with Mrs Dubbey. They also visited the Royal Naval College in 
Greenwich to be painted ceiling investigators, which was a lovely day out. Year 6 continue 
to work hard in maths having enjoyed learning about presenting information in the four 
quadrants and working with decimal numbers, and they all performed well in the Primary 



Maths Challenge this year. Furthermore, all of the children in Mr Weighill’s class have 
completed their responsibilities well and look forward to which job they will inherit next 
term. Throughout term, the children have represented their houses in the numerous house 
events and relevant school teams superbly. Overall, an excellent first term. 

 

Goodbye Mrs Slater & Mrs Mandry

On behalf of all of the staff at West Lodge I would like to extend our best wishes for 
Christmas and the New Year. We look forward to the Spring Term which will start with our 
exciting plans for Antarctica Week.  
 
Best wishes 
 
Robert Francis 


