
From The Head

Children and staff have certainly enjoyed this half- term at school with a virtual return to 
our pre-Covid routines and it has been reassuring that few pupils or staff have 
contracted Covid-19. We all sincerely hope that this will continue to be the case.
It has been a real pleasure to have the routine things, such as assemblies and whole 
school events, return and particularly the opportunity to share and celebrate the 
children’s achievements as a whole school. Lovely class assemblies from Years 2 and 3 
seemed a genuine treat having had to previously stream these.  A definite highlight was 
also the fantastic Year 3 and 4 play.

Although a short half-term, it has been great to have lots of events including the Fashion 
Show, World Book Day, Open Day, the House Reading Competition, the EYFS tea for 
parents, the Year 3 and 4 play, Mothers’ Day assembly and, of course, the Easter 
Bonnet Parade. These are just some of the highlights in a busy term.
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With regard to work, the children have continued to really apply themselves in their 
lessons and the inspectors commented  very positively upon the children’s approach to 
their studies. The inspection itself was thorough and intense and we look forward to 
receiving the full report in around six weeks, which will be available on the ISI website 
and will be shared with you.

Catering

The vast majority of the children have enjoyed the new lunch menus and particularly the 
far greater choice and variety. Watermelon, in particular, has proved an extremely 
popular dessert option and on the first day of this half-term, Lee Richardson, our 
catering manager, had to make a dash to Waitrose given its popularity. We now ensure 
that sufficient quantities are available! Chef Paul has proved a great addition to our staff 
team and the children really like his manner. Paul looks forward to doing some practical 
cookery with the children in the Summer Term when they will also be growing their own 
vegetables.. 
Last weekend we had our new steam ovens fitted and Chef Paul is now able to make 
bread on a daily basis so certain other menu options that he was previously unable to 
make will now be available. 
I have been particularly pleased to see many children sampling and enjoying new foods 
and we have actively encouraged the children to have hot lunches. A few children have 
asked for sandwiches and they will be able to make these now that fresh bread is being 
baked.
Now that our new school councillors have been elected the councillors, Chef Paul and 
Mrs Collins will be reviewing the menus with all of the children and adaptations will be 
made. 





Fashion Show

The half-term started with the Fashion Show which was great fun and thoroughly 
enjoyed by the children, staff and parents. Originally the idea of Sophia Fawn and 
Grace Hicks to raise money for the charity What Makes You Different Makes You 
Beautiful, there were some great designs produced by the children and they were also 
naturals on the cat-walk! My congratulations to the girls and thanks to Mrs Ford and the 
other staff who helped to put this fun event together. Overall £200 was raised for the 
charity and Mrs Ford is now planning West Lodge Has Talent for the Summer Term!



House Reading

All of the children auditioned for the House Reading Competition and it is always difficult 
for the teachers selecting which children will take part although we make a point of 
trying to select different pupils. Having prepared their pieces, the children read to their 
peers, parents and judges beautifully. The youngest children in Reception impressed 
with their confidence, as did Year 6 with their challenging unseen piece. Well done and 
thanks to Mrs Coleman for organising this house event.

What an amazing winning 
design with the dress made 
by Mr Staggs. Certainly a 
future in the fashion 
industry for our winner!



Our Youngest House Representatives

The Winners - A Tie Between Blue and Green Houses

Open Day

On Saturday 5th March  we were fortunate to be able to hold our Open Day and it was 
fantastic that so many children volunteered to come into school to participate in events 
and Year 6 were wonderful ambassadors for their school. Nearly all of our visitors 
commented upon how confident the children are and what a super job they did showing 
our visitors around. The children were thanked with break time brownies and hot 
chocolate.



Year 3 and 4 Play

Other than the Fashion Show, the major highlight of the half-term was the Year 3 and 4 
play with two performances of Wind In The Willows. The children really did surpass 
themselves with two outstanding performances. The acting was wonderful, the singing 
beautiful and the children were extremely confident on stage. All performers spoke very 
clearly and what was most impressive was that they had to learn lots of lines. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed performing and should be proud of the performances that 
they gave. 

Just A Few Of Our Volunteers



Sport

This has been a great half-term for sport with lots of fixtures and considerable success.  
Our U11 boys and girls have both performed really well in the local borough league with 
the girls reaching the semi -final and the boys the final. This is the first time we have 
entered the girls’ competition and reaching the last four is quite an achievement. Well 
done to all involved. The boys, or I should say our mixed team, did ever so well to reach 
the final, narrowly losing 2-1. However, both teams should be proud of their 
achievements and we congratulate all involved. We look forward to next term’s sport 
when we will be hosting a Year 1 and 2 tag rugby festival, and two cricket festivals – one 
for girls and one for the boys. We just need the sun to shine!

Netball

We have had a very successful netball season this year, with just one game lost all 
season . Year 6 have taken part in the Bexley Schools Bee Stinger (High 5) competition 
league and are currently top of the league, with a possible final against the winners of 
the other league next term. Year 5 have also played in the Bexley Schools Bee-Stinger 
Participation League and won all their games. Y4 took part in a tournament in February, 
which they too won. Finally, Year 5  participated in an enjoyable day of netball at 
Roedean School this week. Well done to all netball players – all that training on cold 
winter mornings has paid off! We’re proud of all of you!



Sport & Swimming Lessons

Whilst writing I would like to clarify school expectations regarding participation in 
swimming and PE / Games lessons. If children are at school there is an expectation that 
they should swim and learning to swim is not just a life skill but a requirement of the 
National Curriculum. We, therefore, ask that if children are in school they attend 
swimming lessons. There may be rare occasions where a child cannot swim for medical 
reasons and in this circumstance parents are required to send in a letter of explanation. 
We also expect children to participate in PE and Games lessons as they would other 
curriculum areas and the same procedure applies. Thank you for supporting this 
request.

Netballers at Roedean

Girls U11 Semi-Finalist

Mixed U11 Runners Up



Reading Champions

Reading remains one of the most powerful influencers of academic success so well 
done to this term’s prolific reading champions.

Parking

It has been brought to my attention that a number of the residents in Sandhurst Road 
have been inconvenienced by parents from West Lodge parking inconsiderately. Whilst I 
appreciate the difficulty with parking, it is really important that we retain positive 
relationships with local residents as we are very much a community school. I, therefore, 
ask parents to park considerately by avoiding parking across residents’ drives and also 
on the corner of the road where Sandhurst meets Station Road. This is exceedingly 
dangerous.

Prior to the pandemic I had spoken to Morrisons about having a drop off point for our 
children in their car park with the group of children supervised as they walk to school. I 
would like to revisit this idea but need parental help with supervision of the walking bus. 
If you would be able to assist or feel that this would be a beneficial idea, please do 
contact me so that this can be explored further.

Platinum Winners - Over 200 reads in 
Spring 

Myles Murugah
Sophia Murray
Piper Jones
Aarav Katukuri
Victoria You Pinto
Floence Chelton
Orla Doherty
Jessica Murray
Andrew Wang
Thea Rose
Sissi Qian
Arjun Patel
Zuza Jonski
Atharva Arvind
Sara Chaabi
Neev Patel
Avani Katukuri
Priyanka Kominek
Aahan Puri

Double Platinum Winners – Over 400 
reads this academic year

Sophia Murray
Victoria You Pinto
Florence Chelton
Jessica Murray
Andrew Wang
Sissi Qian
Priyanka Kominek



Art & Music

It has been good to be able to invite parents into school again and I do hope that you 
have enjoyed the children’s beautiful art-work on display around the school. We look 
forward to hosting the ISA Art Competition at West Lodge in June with a Mexican 
theme. Mrs Clary and Mrs Dubbey have some exciting ideas, which the children will 
certainly enjoy. 

My congratulations go to those children who performed in the concert on Thursday – it 
was a thoroughly enjoyable evening. My thanks also go to the peripatetic teachers who 
put the concert together and particularly to Mr Ashdown and Mr Collins who have 
provided engaging music lessons for the children this term. We look forward to Mr 
James joining us as Head of Music next term.



Charity Appeal

In addition to the £200 raised by the Fashion Show and the non-uniform donations for 
Red Nose Day, £743.93 was raised for the Unicef Ukraine Appeal through your 
charitable donations for breakfast.

Class News

Nursery

This half term Nursery have been thinking about traditional stories. In particular, we 
have looked at ‘The Enormous Turnip’, ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ and ‘Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears’. The children enjoyed acting out the story of ‘The Enormous Turnip’ 
and absolutely loved investigating the porridge oats. A very messy activity, however, the 
children quickly learnt to use a dustpan and brush, frequently arguing over whose turn it 
was.

These last two weeks we have concentrated on spring, new life and Easter. The 
children have enjoyed using the ‘Garden Centre’ role-play area and matching the 
patterned eggs.



The children had great fun painting pictures of bears and then applying glue and 
sprinkling oats on top. They made blot pictures using pearl paints and turned them into 
trolls by applying eyes, mouth and horns.

The weather has been much better and so the children have been able to enjoy outdoor 
learning far more often this half term. They have investigated the jelly in the water tray, 
played ‘I spy’ in the sand trays, counted the dots on the eggs and matched the 
corresponding number, have created their own building site and cooked in the West 
Lodge mud kitchen. A great way to learn and have fun.

Reception

This half-term, Reception have been learning all about different types of transport. A 
particular highlight was mapping our own walk around school and then following our 
routes on the map! The children have also enjoyed making chocolate egg nests in their 
cookery lessons and designing their own special snack based on Pete the Cat and his 
White Shoes. The children have really impressed Mrs Collins, Mrs Searles and Mrs 
Talluri this half-term with their independent writing skills: we've even had children being 
authors of their own stories! They have enjoyed exploring different ways of measuring in 
their maths lessons and super whiteboard work in their phonics lessons. Next half-term, 
we are looking at animals, including life cycles and habitats. 

Year 1

Year One have been doing lots of learning this half term!  We have been studying the 
features of traditional tales and wrote our own versions. We also extended our 
understanding of punctuation by learning how to use inverted commas. In our maths 
lessons, we have been looking at multiplication, division, money, length, weight and 
continuing to build on our mental maths skills.  In Geography, we carried out a traffic 
survey and took a closer look at what road signs mean.  We were all surprised at how 
many cars go past our school! In Art, we used paper in different ways to create 3d 
shapes and we used computers to design a key ring which will be made by the 3D 
printer. It has been a busy and exciting time! Well done Year One! 

Year 2

Year 2 have had a fabulous half term with their class assembly kicking it off and then a 
trip and some lovely end of term activities to finish with.

In Maths they have been working on fractions, capacity, data handling, money and then 
using these skills to solve word problems. There has been some really impressive work 
and the children are always willing to challenge themselves. Their reasoning and 
investigative skills are also developing well. 

In English they have enjoyed the texts Vlad and the Great Fire of London and were 
surprisingly good at taking on the roles of rats and fleas! They also terrified us with their 
descriptions of the dark following reading the story of The Dark by Lemony Snickett! 
Their use of similes has been really creative and we are sure we have some budding 
authors in the class. 



Art and DT lessons have been linked to our history topic and to Easter and Mother’s 
Day and the children have loved being creative using different techniques.

The trip to Sidcup Fire Station was a great way to end our history topic and the children 
were really enthusiastic and asked lots of questions. 

We are looking forward to our final term in Year 2 with swimming and another exciting 
topic and trip coming up!

Year 3

It's been another busy half term for Year 3 who put on a fabulous performance of Wind 
in the Willows alongside Year 4.  They have embraced this story as their guided reading 
topic, exploring characters, settings, emotions, senses and building suspense in their 
writing.  Additionally, Year 3 have studied the features of instructional writing and we 
look forward to seeing the results of this work in their recipe writing competition.  In 
maths, the main focus this half term has been learning the skills for formal written 
addition and subtraction, more recently applying this in multi-step problem solving.  We 
have now moved onto our latest topic of statistics and are using a science investigation 
on the growth of plants to apply this learning.  A very exciting experiment on the 
transportation of water through roses ended this term's science.  Our Year 3 historians 
have moved on from the Stone Age and are now currently travelling through the Roman 
invasion of Britain.  I have been incredibly impressed by their understanding of the 
different ruling systems and how these have impacted the growth and subsequent 
decline of the Roman Empire.  This maturity has also been seen in this term's PSHE 
topic and the children have created a wonderful set of posters which break stereotypical 
views of families. Finally, a thanks to CRiBs for their teaching of the Easter story in R.E..

Year 4

This has been a fabulous term for Year 4, filled with lots of fun and hard work. The term 
started with the children demonstrating their love of reading in preparation for the House 
Reading competition. This was further demonstrated by the phenomenal vocabulary 
they shared during World Book Day.

In Art and D.T the children have completed a number of challenging tasks from Tudor 
portraits, designing their own symmetrical patterns, and creating pop-up storybooks. 
These we hope to share with the children from EYFS.

The children have now concluded their study of the Tudor period in history where they 
considered the character Henry VIII demonstrated by his many marriages and through 
commissioning portraits of himself. The children have now begun researching the 
similarities and differences in culture and climate of the countries of North America.
In Maths, Year 4 have compared measurements of length, applied their knowledge of 
multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, and 1000. They are now confident in calculating the 
perimeter and area of rectilinear shapes. Whilst weekly maths investigations have 
focused on magic number squares, word problem solving, and investigating polygons. 
The children have been fascinated by the life of ‘The Iron Man’ and have used this short 
story by Ted Hughes as inspiration for creative writing tasks. Performing an adaptation 
of ‘The Wind in the Willows’ has also inspired the children to write creatively. They have 



learned from the wonderful descriptions and figurative language employed by Kenneth 
Graham to write a sequel to his book.

Science work completed by Year 4 has been electrifying! From their study of electricity, 
the children can identify complete and incomplete circuits, they are aware of the types 
of materials that make good conductors, they have built their circuits with switches, 
lights, motors, and buzzers, and have created their own electrical safety posters.
Once again the class were fortunate to have Carol from CRIBS to deliver some lessons 
on Christianity.  Alongside this, the children have been learning about a range of 
extraordinary people who have been inspired by their faith such as Bear Grylls, Malala 
Yousafzai, and Rabbi Jonathan Sacks.

The children have worked incredibly hard both in lessons, whilst preparing and 
performing the play, in music performances, and in the excellent way they have 
represented the school in sporting fixtures. Well done Year 4!
 

Year 5

This half term the children have enjoyed learning about Climate Change and how to 
positively impact our environment in Humanities. They wrote persuasive letters to our 
local MP to encourage him to make changes in our local area regarding environmental 
issues. The letters have been posted and we are eagerly awaiting a response!
In English the children have thoroughly enjoyed our class text ‘There’s a Boy in the 
Girls’ Bathroom’ and they have produced some wonderful work, showing maturity and 
depth of understanding of the themes of friendships, family and school. They have 
produced diary entries, letters, playscripts and many more excellent pieces of work. 
They are becoming better at editing and improving their work to ensure it is of the best 
possible standard. 

In Maths we have worked hard on decimals and understanding place value in 
thousandths, as well as calculations involving decimals. Our weekly problem-solving 
lessons have included a range of group, paired and independent tasks and we have 
concentrated on extracting the important information and identifying the necessary 
operations in order to solve them.

We have had a busy half term in Year 5 and they have worked extremely hard in all 
areas. I wish the children the best of luck in the Summer Term with their new teacher, 
Mrs Bartholomew, and I look forward to introducing them all to the baby soon!

Year 6

As Mr Weighill looks at his diary and the children’s books in preparation of writing this 
paragraph, it is clear that it has been a very busy half term for a number of reasons. 
Year 6 have continued to work hard in all lessons and should be very proud of 
themselves. In class, they have enjoyed writing in role/ character when producing work 
on their class readers, Way Home and Holes. In Maths, the children have demonstrated 
excellent understanding in lessons on negative numbers, order of operations, written 
methods for division and finding unknown angles. With Mr Francis, the children have 
continued to explore mountains, and produced wonderful projects about a particular one 
of their choosing and in Art&DT, the children sewed beautiful phone cases with Mrs 



Dubbey. Also, a massive highlight this term was our Year 6 children being tour guides 
on our annual open day, where they excelled themselves and were wonderful 
advocates for our school to prospective parents and children (even if was on a 
Saturday). Recently, the children enjoyed working with Mrs O on their public speaking 
skills and will aim to apply them to next term’s competition. The class have also enjoyed 
their regular visitors: Carol (from Cribs) and Professor Hankin for Classics. The children 
have thoroughly enjoyed swimming this term, which was celebrated in this week’s 
swimming gala and have continued to work hard on their Year 6 responsibilities. As they 
approach their final term at West Lodge, Mr Weighill is extremely confident they will take 
the remaining challenges of the year in their stride.

French & Spanish

Nursery and Reception topics this Spring Term in French were: the house and its 
rooms, colours and shapes, toys in the garden and the park, finishing with farm animals 
and the story of "un petit poussin" (a little chick) . In Year 1, the vocabulary learnt was 
around the themes of the cold weather of Winter, warm clothes, playing indoors with 
toys, Spring awakening and animals in the garden, growing up and also, ending with a 
curious story about a Space Postman who loses his mailbag... Colours and the weather 
led to a story of animal friendship that the Year 2 children beautifully retold in English 
with some of the French vocabulary learnt in class; followed the topic of likes and 
dislikes in the context of French TV characters which most managed to watch at home 
and give their opinion n French in class. The two main topics in Year 3 were animals 
(pets and farm animals) and lunch, picnic, party and breakfast food, ending in a 
Mother's Day lesson about what we could do for mums, being able to say: "offer flowers, 
go to the restaurant, eat certain foods, make breakfast, etc". Toys, food and sports, 
expressing further likes, dislikes and preferences were the main topics this term in Year 
4. The children ended the term writing a piece of persuasive writing in French, saying 
which foods/drinks are healthy or unhealthy and linking with Sports and justifying their 
opinion. Year 5 used their recently acquired knowledge to describe the planets in 
French, learning how to write longer sentences, respecting the place and the agreement 
of adjectives, as well as using prepositions; the term ended with a role-play about 
asking for directions. Year 6 have begun to learn the two essential verbs "avoir" (to 
have) and "être" (to be) and make sentences with these and some other verbs, an 
introduction to some "serious" grammar, in order to describe and compare humans and 
animals, in the context of body parts and movement! A final lesson on the Easter 
tradition in France (with a team quiz) ended the term for that class. Both classes have 
increased their knowledge of and confidence in using basic Spanish language and can 
talk about classroom objects, saying what they have in their pencil case and describe 
the colour, numbers up to 20, their family, say the age of a family member and have 
discovered how Spain celebrates the Easter tradition.

Easter Bonnet Parade  & Ukraine Breakfast

After a two year hiatus it was fantastic to have the Easter Bonnet Parade back 
and there really were some very impressive bonnets. Well done children and 
parents. 



Being preceded by our charity breakfast to support the Unicef Ukraine Appeal, 
final assembly was an opportunity to review the term and celebrate the 
children’s many achievements. This was a lovely way to end a busy but very 
enjoyable term. We also wish Miss Barratt all the best as she commences her 
maternity leave and look forward to seeing her and her baby next term. 

On behalf of all the staff at West Lodge best wishes for Easter.

R. Francis


